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By ADAM FITZ-ADAM. 





To be continued every THURSDAY. 





TuursDAy, November the 13th, 1755. 








To Mr Fitz-ADamM. 


, AVING obferved of late years, 
that our young gentlemen are en- 
8 deavouring to rival the ladies in all 
the refinements and delicacies of 
drefs, and are ornamenting the bo- 
foms of their thirts with jewels, I 
have for the good of my country, and the emolument of 





my own fex, been contriving a method of rendering jew- 1 
els of ufe, as well as ornament, to the male part of the 
human fpecies. It was an ancient cuftom in feveral of 
the eaftern countries, and is the practice of fome few na- 


tions at this very day, for women to. wear jewels in their 
nofes; but I am of opinion that as affairs now ftahd, it 
would not be. improper to’ have this elegant piece of fi- 
nery transferred from the ladies to the gentlemen. 


It 
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Ir muft indeed be acknowledged that this,cuftom of 
ornamenting the nofe has no where prevailed but in 
thofe heathenifh and barbarous nations, where the wo- 
men are kept in conftant fubjection to their hufbands; 
and therefore I fuppofe it took it’s origin from the ty- 
rannical inftitution cf the men, who put a RING in the 
wife’s nofe, as an emblem of her flavery. I apprehend 
alfo, that the wife, when the found fhe was to be rung, 
very wifely made a virtue of neceffity, and added jew- 


‘els to the RING, which ferved two purpoies at once, 


that of making it coftly to the hufband, and rendering 
it ornamental to herfelf. But as. in thefe politer and 
mere chriftian countries, the barbarous infitution of 
obedience from wives to hufbands has been entirely laid 
afide, the ladies have judged it proper to throw off 
this badge of their fubjeGtion. And as in many 


inftances our young ladies and young gentlemen feem 
? 


‘inclinable to invert the order of nature, and to recom- 
‘mend manly airs to the female fex, and effeminate be- 


haviour to the men ; I think it advifable to comply with 


the juft fentiments of the prefent generation, and, as I 
‘aid before, to transfer this ornamental part of drefs 


from the nofes of the ladies, to the nofes of the men. 

I rinp myfelf indeed inclinable to carry this inflitu- 
tion of the r1NG a little farther, and would have every 
4man whatfoever, whether married or unmarried, if he 


be of a right non-refifting and paffively-cbedient difpo- 


fition, to be well vamg. And for this ufe I would have 


a particular fort of nofe-jewel invented, and eftablifhed 


by public authority, which by the emblem, or device, 


that was engraved upon it, fhould exprefs the kind of 


fubjection, to which the wearer was enclined to fubmit. 
And when thefe paffive gentry were all enrolled under 


theif 
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their proper banners, they might annually chufe fome 
one perfon of diftinguifhed merit, who fhould be ftiled, 
for the time being, grand mafter of the moft honour- 
able order of the RING. 

THERE was a time, when all the laicty of the whole 
-chriftian world ought to have worn RINGS in their no- 
fes ; and if the device had been a ¢riple.crown, it would 
not have been unexpreflive. 

Tue gentlemen of the army have fometimes taken 
Jt into their heads to ring every body about them ; and 
we have had inftances how able they have been, by the 
help of thefe R1nGs to lead both houfes of parliament 
by the noie. The device engraved on thofe nofe-jewels 
was, the Froteéior. At prefent indeed it is thought 


that the genileinen of the law have a great fuperiority’ 


o' 
over the gentlemen of the army, and that they are pre- 


parting RINGs for all the nofes in theie kingdoms, under’ 


the well-conceived device of /éberty and property. . 

Ir has been a maxim of long-ftanding among ftatef- 
men, never to employ any perfon whatfoever who will 
not bear being rung; and as this very much depends 
on the fhape of the nofe, which ought to be of fuch a 
difpofition as not to be refractory to a perforation, I 
would in a particular manner recommend it to all leaders 
of parties, to make the knowledge of the human nofe a 
principal obje&t of their ftudy ; fince it is manifeft that 
many of them have found themfelves grievoufly difap- 
pointed, when they have prefumed to count nofes, with- 
out a fufficient inveftigation of this ufeful fcience. 

AsI have for many years taken muck pains in the 
ftudy of phyfiognomy, I hall, for the good of my coun- 
try, communicate through the channel of your paper 


fome of thofe many obfervations, which I have made on 
that 
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that remarkable feature, called the nofe : for as this is the 
moft prominent part of the face, it feems to have been 
erected as a fign, on which was to be reprefented the 
particular kind of ware that was to be difpofed of with- 
in doors. Hence it was that amongft the old Ro- 
mans, very little regard was paid to a man withouta 
nofe ; not only as there was no judgment to be made of 
the fentiments of fuch a perfon, but as in their public 
afiemblies, when they came to reckon nofes, he mutt of 
confequence be always omitted out of the account. 
Amonc thefe ancient Romans the great offices of 
ftate were all elective, which obliged them to be very 
obfervant of the fhape of the nofes of thofe perfons to 
whom they were to apply for votes. Horace tells us 
that the sharp nofe was looked upon as an indication of 
fatyrical wit and humour: for when {peaking of his 
friend Virgil, though he fays, ft eff bonus, ut melior non 
alius quifquam, yet he allows that he was no joker, and 
not a fit match at the /neer for thofe of his companions 
who had fharper nofes than his own. Minus aptus 
(fays he) acutis NasiBus horum hominum. They alfolook- 
ed upon the /hort nofe, with a little inflexion at the end 
tending upwards, as a mark of the owner's being addict- 
ed to jibing : for the fame author, talking of Miecznas, 
fays, that though he was born of an ancient family, yet 
he was not apt to turn perfons of low birth into ridicule ; 
which he expreffes by faying that he had nota turn-up 
nofe. Nec naso fufpendis adunco. Martial in one of his 
epigrams, calls this kind of nofe the rhinocerotic nofe, 
and fays that every one in his time affected this kind of 


{nout, as an indication of his being mafter of the talent 


of humour. But a good ftatefman’will hardly think it 
worth his while to {pend zo/e-jewe/s upon fuch perfons, 
unlefs 
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unlefs it be to ferve them as you do fwine, when you 


ring them only to keep them from roofing. 

Tue Greeks had avery bad opinion of the flat nofe. 
The remarkable ftory of Socrates and the phyfiognomift 
is too well known to be particularly repeated: but I can- 
not help obferving that the moft particular feature in the 
face of Socrates was his nofe, which being very flat, 
with a little inflexion upwards towards the end, caufed 
the phyfiognomift to pronounce him a drunken, impu- 
dent and luftful perfon ; which the philofopher acknow- 
ledged to bea true character of him, in his natural 
fiate. 

Tue Hebrews looked upon this kind of nofe to be fo 
great a blemifhin a man’s character, that though of the 
lineage of Aaron, his having a flat nofe was by the ex- 
prefs command of Mofes an abfolute exclufion from the 
facerdotal office. On the other hand, they held /onz 
nofes in the higheft efteem, as the certain indication ofa 
meek and patient mind. Hence it is that in the book of 
Proverbs the original words which literally fignify he that 
bas a long nofe, are in our Englith tranflation, and by all 
interpreters, rendered, be that 7s flow to wrath: and 
the words which fignify be that has a short nofe, are 
always tranflated, be that is foon angry, or bafty of fpi- 
#tt. 1 fhall only remark upon this, that the Welch, 
who are by no means the flowe/? to anger, have generally 
Short nofes. 

Tue elephant is of all animals the moft docible and 
fervile ; and every body knows how remarkable that 
creature is for the length of his fnout. Though fome- 
times it happens that he is not altogether fo patient of 
injuries as might be wifhed. Hamilton, in his travels to 


the Eaft Indies, tells us of an elephant of Surat, that was 


palling 
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pafling with his keeper to his watering place through 


the ftreets of that city, who fecing the window open of 
a.taylor’s fhop, and thrufting in his trunk in fearch of 


provifion, received an affront from the needle of the tay- 


lor, as he was fitting at his work. The {tory adds, that 
the elephant went foberly on to water, and after drink- 
ing his ufual draught, drew up a great quantity of mud 
into his trunk, and returning by the window of the tay- 
lor, difcharged an inundation of it on his work-board. 
This was, I own, an unlucky trick ; but we ought not 
to have a worfe opinion of Jong zofes in general for the 
fake of one fuch flory, the like of which may not pro- 
bably happen again in a whole century. - 

I HAVE many more curious obfervations to make on 
the various kinds of nofes, which for fear of exceeding 
the bounds of your paper, I hall referve to another op- 
portunity, when I intend to defcant at large on the me- 
thod of ringing them : for fome men are of fuch unto- 
ward and reftiff difpofitions, that they are like the levia- 
than, mentioned by fob, into whofe nofe there is ne 
puting adcok, as our tranflators render it, but the ori- 
ginal word fignifies a RING. 

Iam, 
SIR, 
Your moft bumble fervant. 
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